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JUNE FAVORABLE BALANCE HELPS FIGHT AGAINST DOLLAR DRAIN 


One-Month Gain by Brazil Under New Trade Laws Cuts Losses to U. S. 


The first break in the 18-month pattern of un- 
favorable balances for Brazil in its trade with the 
United States came in June, the first month of full 
operation of Brazil’s new trade-control laws, statis- 
tices for that month, compiled in August, have dis- 
closed. 


During June, Brazil achieved a favorable balance 
in U.S. trade of $32,500,000, its first of any importance 


draining off of war-accumulated dol- 
lars got fully underway in late 1946. Between Janu- 
ary, 1947, and the end of May, 1948, Brazil had only 
a single favorable balance of $6,447,000 in September. 
1947. 


since the huge 


Losses Still High 
The June reversal in trade trends, while warmly 
welcomed by Brazilian and U. S. foreign traders as a 
step toward restoration of normal commercial rela- 
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tions between the two countries, did not, however, 
cut very deeply into Brazil’s accumulated trade losses, 
which amounted to approximately $250,000,000  be- 
tween January 1947 and the end of May 1948. 

The $32,500,000 gain achieved by Brazil in 
June would have to be duplicated every month 
until about February, 1949, for Brazil to catch up 
with her previous losses and place her dollar pur- 
chasing power, so far as imports of U. S. goods 
are concerned, at the level it was at the end of 
1946. 

(José Garrido Torres, director of the Brazilian Gov- 
ernment Trade Bureau, recently told the New York 

Times that United States buyers could do a great 
deal to help the situation by buying more from 
Brazil at prices that would encourage Brazilian pro- 
ducers and exporters. He promised that his office 
would do everything it could to bring Brazilian 
trade back to normal levels and help American and 
Brazilian businessmen in their efforts to do so.) 
New Laws Work 

The favorable June balance, which foreign traders 
hoped would not be temporary, was attributed to the 
effects of the new trade-control laws, which cut down 
Brazilian non-essential imports, coupled with a spurt 
in United States buying, apparently due to concen- 
trated coffee purchases in great part. 

If concentrated coffee purchases, on a seasonal 
basis, were in fact the main cause for the spurt in 
U. S. buying, Brazil’s high favorable balance for 
June could be expected to drop again with any 
leveling off of such purchases, indicating that the 
dollar-drain problem is still pressing, with trade- 
control laws necessarily remaining in full force. 

These laws reduced Brazilian non-essential pur- 
chases in the United States in June effectively, with 
Brazilian imports from the United States amounting 
to only $19,900,000 compared to $43,000,000 in May. 
At the same time, U.S. purchases in Brazil rose from 
$36,000,000 in May to $52,000,000 in June. 

As a result of this reversal of trade i> 
Brazil’s over-all unfavorable balance in U. S. trade 
for the first six months of 1948 was ica to 
only $6,700,000. This was in sharp contrast with 
Brazil’s trade losses to the United States for the 
first six months of 1947, which amounted to ap- 
proximately $148,000,000. 
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@ 10,500,000 PERSONS BENEFIT UNDER BRAZIL'S SOCIAL INSURANCE 


Health insurance programs in Brazil, both pri- 
vate and public, have more than 3,500,000 mem- 
bers in Brazil, with benefits extending to some 
7,000,000 dependents, according to recent esti- 
mates by the Ministry of Labor, Industry and Com- 
merce. 

Private insurance plans were estimated to benefit 
some 600,000 members, or a total of about 2,000,000 
persons. Active beneficiaries of the government-spon- 
sored social insurance program (previdencia social) 
were estimated at 2,960,000, with 5,040,000 dependents. 

In addition to these programs, other health plans 
are operated by company associations and unions, but 
exact statistics as to their range were not available. 
The programs supply medicines and other services to 
members at low cost. 


Jointly Paid For 


Insurance is paid for through the joint contribu- 
tions of employers, workers and the federal govern- 
ment, each of whom contribute five percent of a total 
payment of 15 percent of the beneficiary’s wages. This 
government-aided plan does not extend to employes 
who make more than 2,000 cruzeiros a month. 

Benefits paid out amount to about 70 percent of the 
minimum salary for incapacities and 35 percent in case 
of death. Ordinary medical aid is paid for through a 
1.5 percent levy on wages in addition to contributions 
for incapacity and death insurance, and likewise on 
ihe basis of equal payments by worker, employer and 
government. The fees may be raised in accordance with 
the ratio of insurance risks. 


Have Speciai Benefits 

Some employes’ associations, such as the bank work- 
ers, have special pensions and benefits organizations 
which charge up to eight percent of wages and whose 
benefits include hospitalization for set periods. Organi- 
zations of “previdencia social” likewise have a growing 
number of hospitalization facilities. 

In the more thickly settled areas, dispensaries are 
operated by these organizations. Trade associations 
likewise operate pharmacies and dispensaries for their 
members’ benefit. 

In all Brazil there were 343 private mutuary so- 
cieties, concentrated in the more populated states. 
Sao Paulo led with 72, while Pernambuco had 65, of 
which 48 were in Recife. Such states as Amazonas, 
Para, Maranhao and Piaui, however, had none. 

Largest concentration of direct beneficiaries of 
the government insurance plan was in the four 
southern states of Sao Paulo, Parana, Santa Cat- 
arina and Rio Grande do Sul, which had 1,441,112 
in 1947, with 1,050,403 in the state of Sao Paulo, 
center of industrial activities. 

Next largest concentration of beneficiaries was in 
the Federal District with 517,851, followed by Minas 
Gerais with 245,360. Lowest number was in the 
sparsely settled territory of Acre, where only 1,150 
were included. 


The number of active subscribers to these govern- 
ment-sponsored benefit plans rose from 1,917,941 in 
1940 to 2,870,000 in 1946 and an estimated 2,960,000 
in 1947. The number receiving pensions from this 
source rose during the same period from 64,329 to 
210,000. 

To be eligible for benefits in case of incapacity for 
more than two weeks, the contributor to the govern- 
ment plan must have been a paying member for one 
year, except in the case of accidents on the job or such 
diseases as leprosy, when just one contribution is 
enough. ' 

To be eligible for retirement benefits, the member 
must have paid from one year to 18 months of con- 
tributions, except again in the case of accidents on 
the job or leprosy, when one payment suffices. 

Benefits are likewise available in the case of death, 
when payments are made to surviving dependents at 
the rate of about one-third of the salary received. 

Big Benefits Total 

Benefits paid out by the various institutions of the 
government-sponsored plan in 1947 were reckoned at 
625,000,000 cruzeiros for permanent disabilities and 
253,000,000 for deaths. Health insurance expenses last 
year were 147,000,000 cruzeiros. 

Government-aided institutions operate many ad- 
ditional programs which have to do directly or in- 
directly with health, such as the Food Plan, under 
which cheap restaurants are operated. Three of 
these exist in Rio de Janeiro. 


BRAZIL AND BOLIVIA LINKED 


Completion of the rail link between San 
José in Bolivia and Santos, main Brazilian 
port, via Corumba, is expected to give Brazil 
eventual access to Bolivian petroleum, vital 
to the industrialization of Brazil, as well as 
other Bolivian resources such as tin. 

Agreements for use of Bolivian petroleum 
have already been made by the two govern- 
ments. Brazil, which has ample deposits of 
iron and manganese and fair coalbeds, has 
not so far developed her petroleum resources 
and has been obliged to rely on unsteady im- 
ports at fluctuating prices. 

The rail link with Bolivia will eventually 
become a coast-to-coast railway between San- 
tos and Arica in Chile across the heart of 
South America. Brazilians and Bolivians, in a 
mixed commission, are carrying out the task. 

Completion of the stretch between Corumba 
and San José was marked by ceremonies at- 
tended by Brazilian President Eurico Gaspar 
Dutra and Bolivian President Enrique Hert- 
zog on August 22. 

Bolivia, as a result of the agreement be- 
tween the two governments, will have use of 
Santos as a free-port, making it equivalent to 
a sea outlet for that landlocked nation. 
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@ GOIAS: BRAZILIAN STATE WITH PLENTY OF ROOM TO GROW IN 


The state of Goias is the fourth largest in Brazil, 
but on its 622.463 square kilometers there are 
only some 850,000 people, or about four persons 
for every three square kilometers. Goias still has 
a great deal of room to grow in. 

Brazil’s migratory tide has tended to flow around 
Goias, largely because other areas were more acces- 
sible, although the state is the geographical heart of 
Brazil and land taken from its territories may be the 
site of the new Brazilian federal capital now being 
planned. 

Big Quartz Producer 

While sparsely settled, Goias produces nearly 40 
percent of all the quartz mined in Brazil, including 
the best grades, and is well up in the front in other 
mineral production, including nickel. Goias nickel 
reserves have been estimated as high as ten million 
tons. Center of the area where they are found, named 
“Niquelandia”, is the town of Sao José do Tocantins. 

Rutile, a variety of titanium dioxide, is plentiful 
in the southern part of Goiads, around Ipameri, 
Caldas Novas, Corumba de Goias, Pirenépolis and 
Luziania, but so far it is obtained only by panning 
the local streams. 

Panning, in fact, is one of the main methods of get- 
ting at the mineral wealth of Golds, as modern min- 
ing equipment is scarce because of lack of transporta- 
tion and also because Brazil has so much mineral 
wealth, still largely untapped, in more accessible areas. 


Diamonds Are Plentiful 

Diamonds are especially plentiful in northern Goias, 
around Tocantinépolis and Porto Nacional. Most of 
them are primarily of industrial value and those dis- 
covered have not been as large as the diamonds found 
in the state of Minas Gerais. 

The economy of Goias generally is held back by the 
lack of transportation to markets. As a result, only 
the most valuable minerals are sought for by pros- 
pectors and other activities, such as cattle-raising 
and agriculture, are mostly for the benefit of the local 
population, 

Agriculture in Goids began to develop noticeably 
only during the past four years and in 1938 and 1939 
was actually declining from past levels. Since the main 
obiective of farmers has been to feed themselves, the 
principal crops have been rice, corn and beans. 


Fair Farm Returns 

In 1946 only 2,727 square kilometers out of the 
state’s total of 622,463 were considered to be in cul- 
tivation. This area, amounting to something less than 
700,000 acres, produced crops worth 487,000,000 cru- 
zciros or about 24,300,000 dollars. This return, amount- 
ing to about 35 dollars an acre, was achieved despite 
lack of modern farm machinery. 

According to the 1940 census, in the entire state 
of Goiis there were only 13 tractors, 345 modern 
plows, 113 harrows and the like, and 192 seed 
drills. Most farming was done by hand and mainly 


for local consumption. Land holdings were mostly 
by large proprietors. There were 56,000 holdings 
in the state, averaging nearly 1,000 acres each, 
given over to all purposes, including agriculture 
and grazing. 

Returns from main crops planted in Goiads in 1946 
amounted to 211,766,000 cruzeiros for rice, 84,884,000 
for corn, 44,218,000 for beans, 31,493,000 for coffee 
and 30,765,000 cruzeiros for sugar cane. Some 15,000,- 
000 cruzeiros worth of tobacco is grown yearly. 

Stock Raising Important 

Stock raising is fairly important in Goids because 
of the vast amount of grazing available, although 
marketing problems have limited this activity as well. 
At the time of the 1940 census there were in the state 
nearly three million heads of cattle, about 400,000 
horses, some 42,000 asses and mules, 655,000 swine, 
35,000 sheep and some 47,000 goats. There were about 
2,215,000 domestic fowl of all kinds. 

Apart from small-scale processing of meat, hides, 
minerals and some farm products, Goias also re- 
fined 18,962 tons of manioe flour in 1944, worth 
more than 14 million cruzeiros, and 124,000 60- 
kilo sacks of sugar, worth 24,552,000 cruzeiros. 

Partly because of poor economic conditions at home, 
the people of Goias tend to be migratory. At the time 
of the 1940 census, nearly 40,000 people born in 
Goias were living in other states. However, migrants 
are trickling into the state from other parts of Brazil. 
More than 150,000 inhabitants of Goias in 1940 had 
come in from other states, the largest number from 
Minas Gerais, an indication of increasing interest in 
Goias minerals, as Brazil’s miners are concentrated 
in Minas Gerais. 

Schooling Is Difficult 

Economic conditions and the isolation of communi- 
ties has also tended to limit educational facilities. In 
1945 there were only 493 schools in the state, with 
1,000 teachers instructing 37,600 students. Some seven 
million cruzeiros were spent on education that year. 

The population is almost entirely native Brazilian. 
In the whole state there were only 653 naturalized 
citizens and 1,854 aliens. The number of inhabitants 
has increased nearly six times since 1872, when the 
first Goias census was taken. 

Climate Mild and Dry 

The climate of Goids, generally, is good. It is com- 
paratively mild and dry. Some malarial areas exist, 
and health and sanitation services are still not large 
enough to care for the population. The federal gov- 
ernment has been helping out in this respect, having 
contributed 806,000 cruzeiros in 1944, while the state 
itself in that year spent 2,700,000 cruzeiros on health 
improvement. 

Goias is considered by Brazilians to be the state of 
the future. When transportation is developed, they 
say, and when the national capital is moved inland, 
it will in all probability become a center of wealth and 
population. 
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@ VOLTA REDONDA MILLS PAY OFF; SIX PERCENT DIVIDEND ANNOUNCED 


All Volta Redonda installations are completed 
and the steel mills are in full operation, according 
to General Silvio Raulino de Oliveira, president of 
the Companhia Siderirgica Nacional, which con- 
trols the mills. 

He announced that Volta Redonda, on firm finan- 
cial footing, would pay out immediately a dividend of 
six percent on its profits, which amounted to 70 mil- 
lion cruzeiros for the first half of 1948. 


Big Sales Jump 

His report disclosed that total Volta Redonda sales, 
which amounted to 100,500,000 cruzeiros in 1946, the 
first year of partial operation, and to 252,000,000 cru- 
zerios in 1947, rose to 344,400,000 cruzeiros for the 
first half of 1948. 

The Brazilian government, main shareholder in 
Volta Redonda, will receive 57 percent of the divi- 
dend, with the possibility that the Brazilian Con- 
gress, on the suggestion of President Eurico Gaspar 
Dutra, will use half of the income as a welfare fund 
for workers at the steel mills. 

General Raulino de Oliveira revealed that of the 45 
million dollar loan from the Export-Import Bank 
which had helped finance Volta Redonda, 1,413,000 
dollars have been paid off, with remaining payments 
being made on schedule. 


Steel Rails Lead 

Of sales made by Volta Redonda in the first half of 
1948, more than 80 million cruzeiros worth consisted 
of steel rails and accessories. Included in total sales 
were exports abroad valued at 3,255,169 dollars, or 
nearly 60 million cruzeiros. 

Use of Brazilian coal in the mills has increased since 
1946, when the proportion was 70 percent imported 


coal and 30 percent Brazilian, compared to the half- 
and-half ratio now in effect. 


Exports to Argentina 

Besides rails, Volta Redonda manufactures pig iron, 
some of which is exported to Argentina, sheet steel, 
tinplate, angle bars and numerous other items, as well 
as by-products such as benzol, coal-tars, naphtha, 
toluene and ammonium sulphate fertilizers. 

Some 438,000 private stockholders have shares in 
Volta Redonda. They will receive 43 percent of divi- 
dend payments or about two million cruzeiros. 





VOLTA REDONDA OUTPUT 


Growth of Brazil’s Volta Redonda steel 
mills is graphically shown in figures for out- 
put for the first six months of 1947 as com- 
pared with those for the same period of 1948. 

Steel produced in 1947 amounted to 99,- 
540 metric tons valued at 114,654,000 cru- 
zeiros, while output in the first six months of 
1948 was 208,242 metric tons, worth 263.- 
704,200 cruzeiros. 

Rolled steel output increased during the 
same period from 32,250 metric tons to 80,- 
256, with values rising from 88,621,000 cru- 
zeiros to 304,345,600 in 1948. 

Pig iron output, while remaining about the 
same, also jumped in value from 88,621,000 
cruzeiros in the first six months of 1947 to 
125,292,600 cruzeiros the first half of this 


year. 











@ TARIFFS SUPPLY SMALLER PERCENT OF BRAZILIAN TAX REVENUES 


The changing nature of Brazil’s federal revenue 
and expenditures was analyzed recently by Con- 
juntura Economica, Rio de Janeiro economic re- 
view, disclosing a greatly decreased contribution 
to federal income from tariff revenues. 

The decline of tariff revenue in percentage was in 
part due to the de facto lowering of tariffs resulting 
from the drop in the value of the cruzeiro since they 
were set in 1934, and also in part to Brazil’s lessening 
dependence on such forms of revenue in a much-ex- 
panded budget. Recently increased tariffs are not ex- 
pected to raise the percentage from that source notice- 
ably. 

Only 15 Percent 

These revenues, which were 33 percent of all fed- 
eral income in 1939, are estimated at only 15 percent 
for 1948, while revenue from the federal income tax, 
a purely domestic source, increased in amount from 8 
percent in 1939 to an estimated 24 percent for 1948. 

Brazil’s biggest revenues, which before 1939 were 
from import duties, are now from its consumption tax, 


followed fairly closely by the income tax, with tariffs 
third. Revenues from stamps and the like and other 
miscellaneous sources account for the remainder. 
Total 1948 income, calculated at 14.6 billion cru- 
zeiros, Was made up of 5 billions from the consumption 
tax, 3.5 billions from the income tax, 2.2 from tariffs, 
1.5 from the stamp tax, and 2.4 billions from other 


sources. 


Debts Decline 


In expenditures, the Conjuntura analysis disclosed 
that payment on public debts accounted for only 9 
percent of total outgo in 1948, compared to 22 percent 
in 1939. Education and health, which received 8 per- 
cent in 1939, now get 13 percent. Agriculture, for 
1948, received 5 percent compared to 3 percent in 1939. 

Slightly less was allocated for highways and public 
works, which fell from 24 percent to 20, while the 
three national defense ministries received a total of 
33 percent in 1948 compared to 28 percent for defense 
in 1939. 
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@ BOSTON IMPORTING INCREASING QUANTITIES OF BRAZILIAN WOOL 


Reports from manufacturers and importers in 
Boston, Massachusetts, show that Brazilian wool is 
being increasingly imported for textile factories 
there and in other parts of New England. 

Many of the importing firms, which include some 
of the oldest and largest textile companies in the 
United States, first became acquainted with Brazilian 
wool when it was included in reshipments from other 
countries, such as Uruguay, and decided to buy di- 
rectly from Brazilian producers. 

Like Its Quality 

It was reported that Boston circles were impressed 
by the quality of Brazilian wool and improvement in 
classification, as well as correct shipping procedures. 

Main Brazilian wool center is Rio Grande do 
Sul which can export upwards of 1,500 tons yearly 
of the highest grade. 


Wool production is encouraged in Brazil both by 
the Ministry of Agriculture and state departments 
with the hope of raising the output so that exports 
can be increased. 

At present about 80 percent of Brazilian wool is 
directly absorbed by domestic textile mills and de- 
mand in Brazil continues to pace supply. 

Has 12,000,000 Sheep 

Brazil has more than 12,000,000 sheep, of which 
more than half are in Rio Grande do Sul, where six 
pounds of wool a head are got at each shearing. 

Samples of Brazilian wool, which is classified in 
seven grades, may be seen at the Brazilian Govern- 
ment Trade Bureau, which was instrumental in the 
original promotional activities that introduced U. S. 
buyers to Brazilian wool. 


@ FRANCE TO SUPPLY BRAZIL WITH LOCOMOTIVES AND REFINERIES 


Brazilian President Eurico Gaspar Dutra has 
named a special purchasing commission to work 
out details of a plan whereby Brazil will obtain 
from France 103 locomotives and two oil refineries 
without any outlay of dollars. 

The locomotives and refineries, urgently needed in 
Brazil, will be paid for out of Brazil’s favorable trade 
balance in France, amounting to approximately 21 
million dollars. 

Value of the locomotives, which will be built in 
France with the help of Brazilian technicians, is cal- 
culated at about 12,200,000 dollars. Brazil had pre- 
viously purchased locomotives almost entirely from 
the United States and Great Britain. 

The refineries, which will be in addition to a smaller 
one now being built in Bahia by an American firm, 
were estimated to be worth about ten million dollars 
by a French source. 

Get Brazilian Goods 

The difference in estimated value of the purchases 
and the amount of Brazil’s trade balance in France 
will be made up in Brazilian merchandise, eliminating 
any need for dollar payments. 

While a maximum time for delivery of the locomo- 


tives has been set tentatively at two years, French 
sources believed that they could be completed and 
handed over to Brazil before that time. 





QUITANDINHA SCHEDULES 


Brazil’s International Trade and Industry 
Fair at Quitandinha has scheduled a series of 
Round Table Conferences weekly from now 
to December 19 concerning problems directly 
or indirectly related to imports and exports. 
Following is the schedule: 

To Sept. 5, Transportation; Sept. 6-12, 
Building and Furniture; Sept. 13-19, Extrac- 
tive Industries; Sept. 20-26, Meat Industries; 
Sept. 27-Oct. 3, Cooperatives; Oct. 4-10, Cof- 
fee; Oct. 11-17, National Economic Congress; 
Oct. 18-24, Medical Congress; Oct. 25-31, 
Real Estate; Nov. 1-7, Food Industries; Nov. 
8-14, Engineers Week; Nov. 22-28, Lawyers 
Week; Nov. 29-Dec. 5, Dentists Week; Dee. 
6-12, Commerce Week; Dec. 13-19, Industry 
Week. 











@ NEW MANGANESE DEPOSITS FOUND NEAR ITABIRA IRON MOUNTAIN 


Discovery of huge deposits of manganese in the 
ltabira region, site of the world’s largest concen- 
tration of iron ore, was revealed recently in Brazil. 

The deposits were verified by engineers represent- 
ing the Brazilian Ministry of Agriculture and data on 
development possibilities were supplied to Minister 
Daniel de Carvalho. 

Most Near Itabira 

Deposits were found near Barra dos Dois Corregos 
and Cambuci, both in Itabira township, and also in 
Paredao and Chacrinha. Part of them lie in areas con- 
trolled by the Companhia Vale do Rio Doce. 

Large amounts of manganese have been discovered 


as high as 30 percent. 


all through the central section of the state of Minas 
Gerais, while a two-million ton deposit has been veri- 
fied near Corumba, Mato Grosso, Brazilian port-of- 
entry from Bolivia, recently linked up by rail. 
Has 40 Million Tons 

Brazil is estimated to have a minimum manganese 
reserve of 40 million tons, placing it about fourth in 
the world. U. S. deposits amount to only about one 
million tons, so far as is known. 

Despite Brazil’s huge deposits, however, she has 
been supplying only about two percent of world con- 
sumption needs, although during the war she furnished 





6 BRAZILIAN BULLETIN 








SEPTEMBER 1, 1948 





ITEMS OF GENERAL INTEREST 


Aid Hinterland Growth 
Ten percent of Brazil’s federal income tax will 
be assigned to the various hinterland townships 
for local development as a result of a recent execu- 
tive decree-law. Lack of financing has been a main 
obstacle to improvement of conditions in the Bra- 
zilian interior. 


* * * 


More Rice Exports 
Brazil can still export 17,000 tons of rice this year 
as a result of quota increases approved by the Food 
and Agriculture Organization. Allocations include 
France, Belgium, Western Germany, Greece, Jugo- 
slavia, Switzerland and Finland. 


* * * 


Build Highway Fund 


Brazil is setting up a national fund to build 
highways through taxes on lubricants and liquid 
fuels, either imported or locally produced. Forty 
percent of these taxes will now go to the National 
Highway Department, 48 percent will go to the 
states and 12 percent to the “municipalities” or 
townships. 

* * * 


Brazilian Corn Cheap 
Brazilian corn is considered the cheapest at present 
on the international market, with one metric ton avail- 
able at 84 dollars f.o.b., compared to 100 dollars for 
South African corn and a considerably higher price for 
Argentine grain. Brazil exported only 90,000 metric 
tons of corn in 1947. 


* * * 


Cocoa Exports Climb 


Some 110,373 60-kilo bags of cocoa were ex- 
ported from the Brazilian state of Bahia during 
June, compared with 87,050 sacks during the same 
month last year. June exports were valued at 
80,206,000 cruzeiros. 


7 * * 
s s . 
Amapa Tin Displayed 
High quality tin ingots from the Brazilian territory 
of Amapa near the Guianas are being displayed at the 
International Industry and Commerce Fair at Quitan- 
dinha. The tin is about 99.97 percent pure. How much 
of it is available in Amapa is being determined. 


- * 


N. W.1. Beats Out U. S. 


On the basis of weight, more foreign imports 
came into the Brazilian port of Santos during May 
from the Netherlands West Indies than from the 
United States. The N. W. I. supplied 38.2 percent 
by volume, the U. S., in second place, 23.5 per- 
cent. Oil imports from Aruba, N. W. IL. helped 
build the total. 


Build Bahia Refinery 
The new oil refinery being built in Bahia will 
be ready for operation about the middle of 1949, 
National Petroleum Council officials report. It will 
turn out gasoline, fuel oil, kerosene and other 
petroleum products to meet needs of the area. 


+ + * 


S. Paulo Living Costs 

According to the Cultural Division of the City of 
Sao Paulo food prices there were at 448.4 in ratio to 
the base index of 100 for 1939, by June, 1948, an in- 
crease of 37.2 points since January. Clothing indices, 
however, were down slightly, having been 451.8 in 
January and 421.3 in June. An over-all but apparently 
unweighted average showed an increase of 8.3 points 
from May to June, 1948, in the cost of living. 





Carnauba Financed 

Financing of carnatiba wax has been au- 
thorized by Brazilian President Eurico Gaspar 
Dutra on the basis of 580.80 cruzeiros for 
grade 1, “No. 1 yellow,” 560 cruzeiros for 
grade 2, “No. 2 yellow,” 420 for grade 3, 
*“Cauhype,” and 400 cruzeiros for grade 4, 
“North Country.” All are per arroba (33 
pounds.) These are not price minimums, but 
bases for government financing. 











Industry Index Rises 
Brazil's index of basic industrial output, that is, 
coal, pig iron, steel and cement, has risen from 147 
in 1938 to 527 in 1947, according to the 1.B.G.E., Bra- 
zilian statistics institute. Entrance of Volta Redonda 
production into the statistics in 1946 accounted for a 
rise of 237 points between 1945 and 1947. 


* +. * 


National Livestock Show 
Brazil’s National Livestock Show will take place 
in Sao Paulo from September 25 to October 3, 
sponsored by the Brazilian Ministry of Agriculture 
and the state governments of Sao Paulo and Minas 


Gerais. 
* — * 


"Street Named Sin" 

Rio theatre-goers last June 23 saw a Brazilian ver- 
sion of Tennessee Williams’ legit hit, “A Streetcar 
Named Desire.” The translation by Carlos Lage was 
entitled “Uma rua chamada pecado,” or “A Street 
Named Sin.” 

* * * 
Publications Exempt 

Foreign books, newspapers, magazines and simi- 
lar publications need no license to enter Brazil, 
according to a recent ruling by the Ministry of 
Finance. Exchange is allowed for subscription pay: 
ments, 
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TRADE OPPORTUNITIES 






The Brazilian Government Trade Bureau has received the following inquiries from businessmen in Brazil, 











who desire to export or import the products listed below. These inquiries are published as received and 
no representation is made as to standings of listed firms. We suggest that the parties interested write 


directly to these firms, via airmail, as well as to this office, at 551 Fifth Avenue, New York 17, N. Y. 





Brazilian Firms Wanting to 
Export to the U. S. 











Iron Ore; Manganese—Herrmann Wellisch Neto, 
Rua do Rosario 113A, Sala 607, Rio de Janeiro, 
Brazil. 


Banana Products (Banana flakes, jam, flour, etc.)— 
Fabrica de Produtos de Banana Itanhaen Ltda.., 
c/o Mr. Georges F. J. Macha, Caixa 55 
Agencia Vasp, Rua José Bonifacio 301, Sao 


Paulo, Brazil. 


Leather, Hides and Skins—Lopes & Ake! Ltda.. 
Rua Saldanha Marinho 387, Manaus, Amazonas, 
Brazil. Cable address: "“ALIANCA."' 


Sisal Fiber, Type 3, 5 and 7 (in bundles); Castor 
Beans (in |6-kilo bags), prompt delivery—Mr. 
Souza Filho, c/o Brazilian Government Trade 
Bureau, 551 Fifth Avenue, New York 17, N. Y. 


Umbrella Handles, Various Designs—H. |. Zinner, 
Caixa Postal 6260, Sado Paulo, Brazil. Cable 
address: ''ZINNER."' 


Brazilian Woods (especially Hardwood) — Cia. 
Espirito Santo de Exportacao e Importacao 
Caixa Postal 81, Vitoria, Espirito Santo, Brazil. 
Cable address: "'TUPAN." 


Brazilian Products in General—Neves & Palmeira, 
Caixa Postal 234, Recife, Pernambuco, Brazil. 


Cable address: ''SOPMAC." 


Hides and Skins—Amari! Amara! Franklin, Caixa 
Postal 654, Belo Horizonte, Minas Gerais, 
Brazil. Cable address: ''LIRAMA."’ 


Railroad Ties; Brazilian Woods and Logs (espe- 
cially Macauba, Acapu, Sucupira, Andiroba, 
etc.); also, Fish Oil— Sociedade Técnica e 
Comercial, Ltda., Caixa Postal 751, Belem, 

Pard, Brazil. Cable address: ''STECOL." 





Sassafras Oil; Brazilian Woods; Plywood; Veneers; 
Roofing, etc.—Representacdes Fermac Ltda., 
Avenida Erasmo Braga 255 Sobreloja, Grupo 
202, Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. Cable address: 
REFERLITE."' 


Pine Boards; Planed Pine Boards; Grooved Pine 
Boards for Flooring and Walls; Unassembled 
Pine Boxes, etc.—Sirotsky Birmann S.A., Export 
Department, Avenida Farrapos 77 Salas 6 and 
7, Porto Alegre, Rio Grande do Sul, Brazil. 
Cable address: ''SIBIRMANN.” 


Brazilian Orchids (Cattleya Labiata Autumnalis, 
Cattleya Gramulosa and Miltonia Moreliana), 
also Cactus and Caladium Bulbs—Cicero Bar- 
bosa da Silva, Caixa Postal 460, Recife, Per- 
nambuco, Brazil. Cable address: SILVA. 


Coffee; Manioc Meal; Castor Beans; Rice; Brazil- 
ian Woods—Otavio Martins S4, Caixa Postal! 
949, Salvador, Bahia, Brazil. Cable address: 
SALVA." 


Eucalyptus Oil and Other Extracted Oils—Pan- 
Industrias Ltda., Rua Jodo Pesséa 57, Dourado 
(Estado de So Paulo), Brazil. Cable address: 
“PANIL'—DOURADO. 





Brazilian Firms Wanting to 
Import from U. S. 








Woodworking Machines (for manufacturing 
frames, engraving, polishing, etc.)—Fabrica de 
Molduras Rex, Ltda., Rua Alvaro Chaves 321, 
Pdrto Alegre, Rio Grande do Sul, Brazil. 


Laces and Manufactured Embroideries—A. M. 
Rodrigues & Cia. Ltda., Caixa Postal 316, 


Fortaleza, Ceard, Brazil. Cable address: 


"ROIZ." 





TRADE OPPORTUNITIES Br 
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= Firearms and Ammunition for Sport, Game and 
Brazilian Offers to , 


Represent U. S. Firms Other Uses (Pistols, Rifles, Shotguns, etc.)— 





Sociedade Merind do Brasil, Caixa Postal 4730 





Cement; Wheat Flour and Powdered Milk—Soci Sao Paulo, Brazil. 
edade Técnica e Comercial Ltda., Caixa Posta 
75!, Belém, Paré, Brazil. Cable address: 
STECOL. 
Wheat Flour; Green Peas (canned); Dry Split Miscellaneous Offers: 


Peas; Other Canned Foodstuff and Preserves- 


Sociedade Maranhense de Representacées In 





terestadual Ltda., Rua Leandro Martins 5A Reputable business executive, experienced in Bra- 
Sob., Rio de Janeiro, Brazli. Cable address: ii 8 
zilian-American affairs, leaving September for i 
CAVAIGNAC. ! 
Brazil, will accept assignments from responsible : 
t 

Industrial Machinery—Otavio Martins Sa, Caixa parties to transact, settle or develop business 


| ; j le ad wi , , 
Postal 949, Salvador, Bahia, Brazil. Cable ac on a fee or participation basis. Address: Amer- 


dress: SALVE. t 
ican & Foreign Agencies, 505 Fifth Avenue, 



















American Merchandise in General — Alfredo New York 17, N. Y.—MUrray Hill 6925. Is 
Franca, Caixa Postal 127, Salvador; Bahia ya 
n 
Brazil. Cable address: “ESCUDO. Expert typing-manuscripts, speeches, technical n 
American Products in General—Arnaud Cunha data, all neatly typed in Portuguese, Spanish, d 
Avenida Princesa Isabel 410, Jodo Pessda English or French. Natalie Shuman, Hotel Shel- cl 
. IS 
Paraiba, Brazil. Cable address: ARAN. ton. Room 704, Lexington Avenue and 49th s} 
its | : - ; _——— 
American Products in General—Soc. de Pinho Street. Telephone: PLaza 5-4000 
Palmeirinha Ltda., Avenida Vicente Machado , RAZILA 
243. Curitibe. Perené. Brazil. Cable address: Translations from and into Portuguese—W. R. Pau 
PALMEIRINHA. Constant, 698 West End Avenue, Apartment eer 
| |F, New York, N. Y. arts \ 
American Products in General—A. Vianna Lima ® 
NERA 
Caixa Postal 120, Jodo Pesséa, Paraiba, Brazil. ' Sasi : . = 4 Won: 
ili titut te- ilei 
Cable address: “AVLIMA.’ he Brazilian nstituto Norte-Brasileiro de ae 
Opiniao Publica e Estatistica,’ Caixa Postal = 
American Products in General—Neves & Pa 763, Recife, Pernambuco, Brazil, wishes to con- Mow 
i Caixa Postal 234, Recife, P C ; ; - ; RICES F 
sata snp o rane 2 ecite, Pemamuuce tact American Publishers, Advertising Agencies 
Brazil. Cable address: 'SOPMAC. EMS 01 
and Research Organizations. Cable address: te 
emi 
American Merchandise in General—F. M. Mar LUCOUGO. Brito 
ques, Caixa Postal 5355, Sao Paulo, Brazil. cogs 
i 
Cable address: “MARMAU. Translations from and into Portuguese, Spanish, Budg. 


; French and all other languages. Accurate Trans- 
Construction Material and Supplies—S. A. |mo 
hitests Paulista Praca Ramee Azevedo 209 lation Service, Inc., 711 Woodward Building, 


Salas 806-810, Sao Paulo, Brazil. Washington 5, D. C. Phone: MEtropolitan 7548. 





